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formed for the numbers in these classifications, which either have interests apart from those of the wage workers or in all countries are unorganizable.
Number of organizable men and women in industry in this country is 8,000,000. The American Federation of Labor and the railroad brotherhoods now count up 4,500,000. This would give 55 per cent, of the total 8,000,000 organizable organized. But if we have 7,000,000 instead of 8,000,000, the percentage of the organized becomes 63 (4,500,000 out of 7,000,000); and if 6,000,000, the percentage is 75 (4,500,000 out of 6,000,000).
But, come to the practical question. In any particular industrial contest between buyers and sellers of labor power the proportion of the organized to the unorganized in all the extent of America has little bearing. The outcome of any such struggle depends upon the number of the unorganized and unemployed who are qualified to work at the occupations affected and reachable within a practicable hiring area and willing to undermine union conditions. It is to be kept in mind that in every community masses of the unorganized are union sympathizers, showing themselves within the sphere of union influence whenever there is a strike. Statistics fail to enumerate these potential unionists.
The wage conflict being most active in industrial centers, the workers in them are in general thoroughly organized. The more highly skilled trades in many American communities have an effectiveness in unionized labor of 100 per cent.
In the light of the foregoing analysis of the census statistics the American trade unionists can certainly claim for industry 50 per cent, organized as it is to be kept in mind, too, that in the A. F. of L. statistics there are included neither the independent unions nor the I. W. W.
Under-rating the numerical strength of the American trade union movement is frequently accompanied by an over-rating of the British movement. A member of an American employers' commission was recently quoted in the London Times as saying: "While your workers are 85 per cent, organized in unions, the trade unions of the United States have only about 10 per cent, so organized," and the impression that the proportion given to Britain is a fact seems to prevail generally.
But the statistics for Britain do not show 85 per cent, of "the workers" organized. Far from it. Mr. H. G. Williams, in a carefully prepared paper read at the annual convention of the